Provocative testing for coronary arterial spasm: rationale, risk and clinical illustrations.
Two cases of Prinzmetal's variant angina are presented in which coronary spasm was documented by electrocardiographic evidence obtained in the coronary care unit during provocative testing with ergonovine maleate after the arteriographic demonstration of anatomically normal coronary arteries. The rationale and risks of provocative testing for spasm in patients with chest pain and anatomically normal coronary arteries are reviewed. The advantages of performing provocative testing in the coronary care unit after arteriography rather than in the catheterization laboratory during coronary arteriography are discussed.